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A COURSE THAT GOD ATTENDED
Revisiting MC510 (Part 1) R e f l e c t io n  by  T o m  W h e e l e r
This is a cartoonist s attempt to manage a great many words for the 
sake of telling an important story, one which I originally thought 
would fit nicely into a cartoon strip with a funny punch line.
Clearly that was not enough. A more thor­
ough treatment was needed, so here we are!
This is my two-part account as a student 
in John Wimber s course, “Signs, Wonders, 
and Church Growth,” known as MC510, 
and offered by the School of World Mis­
sion (now SIS) from 1982 through 1985. 
The professor of record was Peter Wagner, 
but the course was taught weekly by John 
Wimber, the late co-founder of the Vine­
yard Movement. Beginning in the winter of 
1982, MC510 met every Monday night for 
ten weeks. Two hours were given to lecture 
and one hour for the “clinic,” or ministry 
time. I took MC510 twice and MC511 (a 
similar course) once, totaling thirty classes.
Known around the world, MC510 was 
the largest, most popular course in the his­
tory of Fuller Seminary. It inspired an entire 
issue of Christian Life magazine in October 
of 1982 that was republished and expanded 
in 1983 into a book, titled Signs & Wonders 
Today. It also became the seminary’s most 
controversial course. The reasons for that 
distinction were addressed indirectly in M in­
istry and the Miraculous, Fullers 1987 case 
study of the course. My interviews with five 
professors who were either connected with 
the course itself, or served on the case study 
committee, suggested more direct, personal, 
and heart-felt reasons for the controversy.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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SEMI-RELEVANT
With June rapidly approaching, many of us stu 
dents are facing the prospect of graduating soon. 
Yes, it is exciting not to have any more homework, 
and to have accomplished a graduate-level educa­
tion. But, graduation elicits a far more daunting 
prospect for many of us: getting a job. But fear 
not! You can put those days of stress behind 
you with the SEMI’s Handy Tips for Job  
Hunters.
1. For SOP job-hunters: use the analytical 
and therapeutic skills you have obtained to wow 
your potential employer in interviews. Wont 
they be pleased to hear your assessment of their 
borderline personality disorder with underlying 
hints of an oedipal complex?
2. Use your parents as references.
3. Lie.
4. End your interview with an altar call.
5. Answer every question with a question: “Why 
are you interested in working here?” “Hmm, 
good one... anyway, how’d ya vote on Prop 8?”
6. Never make eye contact. Ever.
7. Only look for jobs on Craigslist.
8. Wink at every opportunity. Everyone loves a 
winker! (This is the only exception to #6).
— BenCassil, 
S EM I Editor
th eSEMI













The SEM I is published weekly as a service to  the 
Fuller com m unity by Student Life and Services, 135 
N . Oakland, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
CA 9 118 2 . Articles and commentaries do not neces­
sarily reflect the views o f the Fuller administration 
or the S EM I. Final editorial responsibility rests w ith 
the Dean o f Students.
Letters to  the Editor: The SEM I welcomes brief re­
sponses to  articles and commentaries on issues rel­
evant to  the Fuller com m unity. All submissions must 
include the author's name and contact information 
and are subject to editing.
Announcements: Notices may be submitted to 
semi-ads@fuller.edu or dropped o ff at the SEMI 
Office on the 2nd floor o f Kreyssler Hall above the 
Catalyst. They must be submitted by the deadlines 
printed below and n o t exceed 35 words.
Advertisements: Notices for events not directly 
sponsored by a Fuller departm ent, office, or orga­
nization will be printed in th e  "Services' section 
and charged per w ord. All requests should be made 






Got spare creative juices? Contribute to the SEMI! 
Or, write a letter to the editor.
E-mail: semi-editor@fuller.edu.
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J C H A P L A IN 'S  C O R N E R  By Courtney Bacon
A Psalm of Humility and Ascent
Humility is an elusive quality, even for seminary students. We can 
become enamored with knowledge about God or our world. We 
can be engulfed with meeting the demands o f our coursework. 
We can also feel the strains and uncertainty o f the present global 
economic hardship. When I feel concerned about my life or am 
troubled by great theological uncertainties, I remember Psalm 
13 1. In this psalm, David writes:
M y  h e art is n o t proud, 0  Lo rd  m y eyes are n o t h a u g h ty;
I  do n o t concern m yself w ith  great m atters o r things too 
w onderful fo r m e. B u t I  have stilled a n d  quieted m y soul; 
like a  weaned child w ith Its m other, like a weaned child 
is m y soul w ithin m e. 0  Israel, p u t y o u r hope in the Lord  
both n o w  a n d  foreverm ore.
David chooses the posture o f humility in his relationship with the 
Lord. He actively resists the distractions of pride. Often we semi­
narians encounter theological matters too difficult for our human
minds, yet we feel challenged to contain them . David compares 
his intentional decision to seek simplicity of mind to the peace­
ful state o f a weaned child. What do we seminarians need to 
wean our souls from? We certainly can't neglect our studies and 
our attempts to understand scripture. We have, however, the op­
portunity and freedom as God's children to put down our need 
for understanding about God, that lack o f understanding that so 
easily overwhelms. Rather than depend on our human capacity, 
we can, with David, live and study out o f a heart posture o f hop­
ing and trusting in the Lord when great matters or uncertainties 
about the future or economy clamor for our soul's attention. We 
can, with David, learn to rest in the assurance o f God's greater un­
derstanding. We can, with God's help, put our hope not in studies 
but in the Lord.
■ ■ ¡ H D S l i Z S H l
FULLER COPY SERVICES
On Walnut St. next to the Book Store
PHONE: (626) 584-5368 
HOURS: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm 
EMAIL: copyservices@fuller.edu
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SHARING THE GOSPEL, SHARING OURSELVES
gtJI'
chapel
Wh o , Me?
Brenda Salter McNeil, Fuller Alum
Dr. Ralph Watkins,
A ssistant Dean o f A frican Am erican Church Studies 
and Associate Professor o f Society, Relig/on, and Africana Studies
Dr. Erin Dufault Hunter,
A ssistant Professor o f Christian Ethics
Susie Kook, M
SIS  student, urban m issionary,
A SC  M ulticultural Concerns Committee
Wednesday, 10 a . m. & 11 a .m. • April 29, 2009 • Travis Auditorium
W here Does a Fam ily Start? R e f l e c t io n  b y  M a r s h a  L e e
The stadium was jam-packed with 
people excited to encounter God at 
the Urbana Missions Conference. 
There was a palpable charge, an ea­
ger anticipation that had me won­
dering what was going to happen. I 
recall being struck by her presence as 
she strode across the stage that win­
try night in December 2000. This 
woman exuded confidence, warmth 
and authority that riveted me. Bren­
da began to tell a horrible story of 
a dear friend being fatally shot in a 
race-related killing spree. She said she 
was fed up and wearied by racial rec­
onciliation. She spoke of her distrust, 
doubt and fear that things could ever 
get better. And yet, God was able to
ANN0UHCEMENT
II C O R IN T H IA N S  5 :18
penetrate her heart and allow her to 
have faith again. She called for us to 
repent of our fear and hate, and mod­
eled it, acknowledging first her own 
contribution to hate and racism. I 
was astounded that this strong, Af­
rican-American woman leader could 
confess her unbelief and fear before 
that many people, and God. It made 
me hope again after being so discour­
aged with the heart-breaking realities 
that racism brings. I began to believe 
again that Jesus died and rose for the 
brokenness of racial sin, and called us 
to live out that redemption together.
Not long after Urbana 2000, 
Brenda came to visit the house of my 
spiritual mentors, Dan and Alison.
I had the opportu­
nity to chat with her 
about how I felt be­
ing one of two people 
of color on my Inter- 
Varsity staff team in 
Central Pennsylva­
nia. She made me feel 
completely at ease as 
I shared how much 
I loved the ministry 
that I was a part of, 
and how grateful I 
was to have these 
mentors— Caucasian 
people who instilled 
in me a passion for 
racial and gender rec­
onciliation. I recog­
nized, too, that Bren­
da had mentored my 
mentors. While she 
attended Fuller, she 
started working as In- 
terVarsity staff at Oc­
cidental college where 
she came to shepherd 
both Dan and Alison.
By shaping the people who shaped 
me, Brenda indirectly contributed to 
my own framework and passion for 
reconciliation.
The influence Brenda and my 
mentors had on me was clear as I 
pursued ministry and reconciliation 
in college and thereafter. Although I 
would like to have thought of myself 
as a champion for racial reconcilia­
tion, I definitely had experienced fa­
tigue and frustration when it came to 
race. As a Korean-American woman, 
I have had my fair share of interac­
tions that left me angry and ashamed
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due to the ignorance of others and 
my own racial misconceptions and 
fears. Especially during my time on 
staff with InterVarsity Christian Fel­
lowship, I encountered much joy and 
pain in the realm of ethnicity, cul­
ture and race. What I learned during 
this season of life was two-fold: what 
it means to love others, and what it 
means to love myself. Nevertheless, 
my time in undergrad and campus 
ministry was rich and life-giving, and 
I was able to delve deep into cross- 
cultural relationships. I am so grateful 
for friends who took the time to love
Brenda Salter McNeil speaks at Urbana 2000.
me and allow me into their worlds. 
I also realized that I could not be an 
advocate and leader in racial recon­
ciliation unless I learn to love where I 
came from and who God created me 
to be. I slowly came to understand 
that there was no mistake when God 
knit me together (Psalm 139). I had 
so many conversations with Dan and 
Alison where they helped me to see 
that my being a Korean-American 
woman should not be a hindrance 
for me to lead and do ministry. They 
always told me I could do it, and it 
was incredibly powerful and healing
for me to hear these people whom I 
deeply love and respect affirm these 
abilities within me. I have worked 
to live into this legacy by helping 
to facilitate diversity dinners and 
dialogues at church and in my work 
community here at Fuller.
I regard my mentors and closest 
friends in ministry as family. I am so 
thankful that Brenda came to Fuller 
and influenced Dan and Alison while 
working as staff at Occidental, and 
that Dan and Alison were faithful 
transmitters of Jesus’ gospel of recon­
ciliation to me. Through these instru­
ments of God, my family has been 
extended in amazing ways! I marvel 
at the fact that I am part of such a 
diverse and multi-ethnic community 
and that I am blessed with friends 
spread over the entire globe. I would 
never have had these categories for 
ethnicity, race and culture— and 
therefore all of these cross-cultural 
friendships— if God had not worked 
through Brenda, through Dan and 
Alison, and then through and in me.
I am excited that Brenda Salter Mc­
Neil will be joining us on Wednesday, 
April 29, to share God’s word with 
us. Would you join me at chapel this 
week to welcome this powerful men­
tor, sister and partner in the Gospel?
Thank you God for entrusting us 
with the ministry of reconciliation. 
May we honor you as we strive to live 
this out together. 0
Marsha Lee (Fuller Admissions 
Staff, M A T '05) enjoys photograph­
ing her food almost as much as she 
enjoys eating it  0m  nom n o m . . .
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MC510 Continued from  page 1
Why does MC510 and its cancel­
lation matter after 24 years? It mat­
ters because MC510 was “attended” 
by the Holy Spirit. Students were be­
ing filled with the Spirit, healed and 
set free. Their faith and experience of 
God were deepened, and they were 
trained in the use of their author­
ity in Christ to engage the enemy in 
all parts of their lives. They received 
invaluable training for their work in 
evangelism, missions, pastorates, and 
everyday life and relationships.
Jesus taught by word and by ex­
ample, and that was the purpose of 
MC510. It was offered to train disci­
ples of Jesus (Fuller students) to bring 
a balanced witness to God’s kingdom 
through the study and application of 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Some of 
the faculty of the School of World 
Mission (SWM) felt that their ratio­
nalistic missiology had failed to deal 
with issues of spiritual power and the 
demonic on the mission field. SWM 
students from greatly varied cultures 
desired instruction and training in 
confronting the demonic forces they 
would experience when they returned 
to their homes and mission fields. 
The SWM faculty wanted them to 
succeed where they had failed.
There was much good that re­
sulted from MC510. People were 
healed, one of whom was a friend of 
mine with malaria. A classmate and 
I prayed for him during a ministry 
time and his healing was confirmed 
through blood tests. Others experi­
enced deliverance of various kinds; 
some spoke in tongues, whiles others 
received words of knowledge. All of 
us prayed and we witnessed the pres­
ence of the Holy Spirit. Other stu­
dents and I believed that Jesus was 
there showing us the things that are 
possible through faith if we will make 
ourselves available to him.
President Hubbard was cautiously 
enthusiastic about the course— cau­
tious because Fuller didn’t want to be 
seen as a seminary of extremes. Fuller 
knew it was taking a risk with M C510.
President Hubbard summed it up in I 
an interview with Christian Life, say­
ing “Pentecostal excesses have some­
times led to what my parents, who 
came under the Pentecostal influence 
in 1923, used to call wildfire— an 
exuberance which resulted in selfish 
exhibitionism rather than in spiritual 
ministry to the church. The risk on 
the other side is equally dangerous— 
powerlessness. Life frequently puts us 
in places where we confront the forc­
es of evil and need a power beyond 
our own. To engage in such conflict 
with intellectual equipment— doc­
trine alone, as vital as that is—may 
not be enough. We need all that the 
Holy Spirit is in order to cope with 
the secular pagan or demonic forces 
that seek to limit our effectiveness as 
Christians.”
Some students in MC510 seemed 
unmoved by the experience, and a 
number of professors at Fuller were 
against MC510 from the outset. 
When complaints about the course 
from students, local pastors, and pro­
fessors began to make their way to the 
faculty and administration, they were 
taken very seriously. Not the least of 
their concerns was the fact that the 
course was beginning to characterize 
the seminary.
Fuller’s changing image in the eyes 
of the world raised concern among 
the faculty for its reputation as an 
Evangelical seminary with the high­
est standard of scholarship. Fuller 
fought hard from its earliest years to 
establish itself as a world class theo­
logical school respected by Christian 
and secular institutions alike. Fuller’s 
growing image as the “Signs and 
Wonders” school raised some fear as 
to whether pastors, churches, and de­
nominations would continue to send 
their students to Fuller. The seminary 
was conscious of the possibility that 
potential donors might withhold 
money, potential students might 
choose another seminary, and poten­
tial faculty members might turn down 
invitations to join Fuller’s faculty.
There were other issues with 
M C310 which limited space prevents 
me from discussing. Sufficed to say, 
they were issues which could have 
been resolved through responsible 
communication between the admin­
istration and faculty members and 
through a revised administration of 
the course.
“Ministry and the Miraculous” 
never questioned the reality and rel­
evance of the gifts and power of the 
Holy Spirit for today, but whether their 
application and practice should ever 
take place at Fuller Seminary. We’ll 
take a look at the conclusion of that 
case study and more next week. 0
Read p a rt tw o  in n ext week's (Spring 6) SEM I, 
along w ith a response from  Doug McConnell.
Tom (M Div '85, Library Cataloged 
is the creator o f the comic Restless 
Seminary, which will continue on 
www.restlessseminary.com. Oooh, 
that Heresy Boy!




Friday April 24 Comm unity Canvas @ Garth 1 1 :0 0 a .m .-1 :0 0  p .m .
Friday April 24 "M an o f La Mancha" Play @  La Canada Pres. 8:00 p.m .
Saturday April 25 "M an o f La Mancha" Play @  La Canada Pres. 8:00 p.m .
Sunday April 26 "M an o f La Mancha" Play §  La Canada Pres. 3:00 p .m .
Friday M a yl Friday Night Music @  Coffee By The Books 7:0 0  p.m .
ELECTIONS ARE COMING SOON!
ASC elections for next year are just around the corner!
Serving on ASC provides a tremendous opportunity to be involved in giving back to the Fuller com m unity by contributing o f your tim e and energy to work 
with faculty, staff and students. W hether it's in advocating for student interests, serving as a liaison to students in matters o f seminary policy, running events 
to enhance com m unity life and spirituality, or even overseeing Fuller's intramural activities, the opportunities to serve are numerous. Plus, you get paid!
Further details and job descriptions will be available in the coming weeks— and there will be m any more reminders about the elections— but w e (the 
current All-Sem inary Council) wanted to  let you all know, so that:
1 . You can be aware o f the upcoming elections.
2. You can think about whether you m ight w a nt to run for a position
3. You can think about people w h o  m ight be good candidates to  serve on ASC.
AN N O U N C EM EN T
G I V E
BLOOD!
In connection with Student Life & Services and Human Resources,
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
will host a blood drive on campus Thursday,
May 1 4 ,9 :3 0 a .m .-3 :3 0  p.m ., in Payton 101.
FOR APPOINTM ENTS, GO TO WWW.GIVELIFE.ORG
ANNOUNCEM ENT
The Office of Vocational Discernment & Career Services presents
Learning to Listen
To the Small Still Voice of God
Discernment Retreat with 
Dr. Jude Tiersma-Watson




Cost: $20* Breakfast and Lunch included!
Regjsbaticn&Questions 626.204.2071 or career-center@fuller.edu 
Deadfine May 1,2009 ’Scholarships available for those in heed,
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R U M M AG E S A LE: Got stuff clogging up your 
closets and storage space? Sign up for a table 
at the semi-annual ISO/Rescom sponsored 
Rummage Sale. May 23, 8:00 am-2:00 
pm. $5 to reserve a table, fees will ben­
efit the Food Distribution Program. Con­
tact Melody Martins in the Rescom of­
fice to reserve a table, or for more details: 
626.584.5680,melodymartins@fiiller.edu.
CHINESE S TU D EN T FELLO W S H IP  (CSF) 10 am -11 
am, Thursdays in the International Students 
Concerns Conference Room (above the ISO  
Food Bank garage, behind Taylor Hall). For 
more info, contact Joy at joylwong@gmail. 
com or 917.716.9024.
STUDENTS IN RECOVERY G RO U P . 10 am -  11 am 
Tuesdays in the Pastoral Care Team Prayer 
Room (2 ^  floor o f Kreyssler Hall, above the 
Catalyst).
ETH IO P IA N  S TU D EN T FELLO W S H IP . For meeting 
info, contact Bikat at bikatachin@yahoo.com.
F R E E COU N S ELIN G ! The Fuller School of Psy­
chology is offering free individual therapy 
for 10—12 sessions on a first-come-first-serve 
basis for qualified adults. Therapy is provided 
by PhD students under the supervision of a 
mental health professional. Ideal for relation­
ship issues, life transitions, personal growth, 
stress, sadness, anxiety, self-esteem, and iden­
tity issues. For more info, contact the School 
of Psychology at 626.204.2009 to set up an 
intake appointment.
CH A PLAIN  FOR VOC ATIO N AL DIS C ER N M EN T. What 
are you gonna do with your life? Would you 
like to nave someone to listen, reflect and 
pray with you? Kim Varner is the Chaplain 
for Vocational Discernment, to offer pastoral 
care and support to the Fuller community. 
Contact Kim Varner at 626.396.6030 or de- 
nay_varner@fiiller.edu for walk-in hours and 
appointments.
TICKETS TO AM U S EM EN T PAR K S. Student Life 
and Services sells discounted tickets to Dis­
neyland (2-fer— different parks, different 
days: $61 adults, $53 children), Legoland 
($45), Seaworld ($53 adult, $47 children, 
2nd day free) and Universal Studios ($49 one 
day, $68 annual pass). Come by our office 
on the second floor of the Catalyst, or call
626.584.5435.
D IS A B ILITY S EATING ACCOM M ODATION: The Ac­
cess Services Office (ASO) appreciates your 
cooperation in ensuring that chairs and desks 
labeled “ASO Disability Seating Accomoda­
tion: D O  N O T  REMOVE” are left in their 
designated places. Questions can be directed 
to ASO at 626.584.5439, or at aso-coordina- 
tor@fuller.edu.
G IVE B LO O D ! In connection with SLS and HR, 
the American Red Cross will host a blood 
drive on campus Thurs., May 14, 9:30 a.m .- 
3:30 p.m., Payton 101. For appointments 
visit: www,givelife.org.
MINISTRY ENRICHMENT SEMINARS 
FROM FIELD EDUCATION
Contact: Parimal Roy 
626.584.5595, fe-advisor2@fuller.edu
Wedding A-Z
Presenter: Rev. Dr. Phil Carlson 
Time: Tuesday July 14, 2009,
5:00 p.m. -  7:00 p.m.
Place: Payton 101
Understanding Hospital Chaplaincy: 
How to Prepare for CPE 
Presenter: Rev. Cheri Coleman, 
Chaplain at Methodist Hospital, 
Arcadia, California 
Time: Thursday, July 23, 09,
1:00 p.m. -  3:00 p.m.,
Place: Conference Room 220
(2nd floor, 490 E. Walnut St.)
Title: Marriage and Ministry 
Presenter: Sharon Hargrave 
Time: Monday, July 27, 2009,
3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Place: Payton 101
SERVICES
M ASSAGE T H E R A P Y . Susan Young is a nation­
ally certified massage therapist, ready to serve 
you in nearby La Canada. Liked by many at 
Fuller, she is part of the Fuller community 
herself. Call 626.660.6856 and visit www. 
relaxhealgrow.com.
AU TO  R EP A IR . Engine repair, tune-ups, oil 
change, brakes, batteries, etc. Complete ser­
vice. Hrant Auto Service. 1477 E. Washing­
ton Blvd., Pasadena. Call 626.798.4064 for 
an appointment.
AU TO  COLLISION R EP A IR . Five minutes west of 
Fuller. Owned by family o f Fuller gradu­
ate for 25 years. Discount for students! Co­
lumbia Auto Body. 1567 Colorado Blvd. 
323.258.0565. Ask for John or Paul.
R IN G S , D IA M O N D S , A N D  THING S! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and 
repair business founded in 1917 and locat­
ed in the jewelry district of downtown Los 
Angeles. Owner Mel Zimmer is a longtime 
member of Glendale Presbyterian Church. 
Because of our appreciation of Charles Fuller 
and the Seminary, we consider it a privilege 
to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s son Ken 
at 213.622.4510 for information. Also visit 
our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
J& G  AU TO  SERVIC E. Complete auto repair. 
Brakes, tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog 
Station. 1063 E. Walnut St. 626.793.0388. 
Monday — Friday, 8 a.m. -  5:30 p.m.
N E ED  A TYP IS T, TR A N S C R IB ER , EDITOR? Bring me 
your papers, reports, tapes. I will make your 
writing shine! Student rates. Extensive expe­
rience. Call Robbie: 626.791.1855.
H A N D Y M A N . Fuller student. Can build, install, 
repair, remodel, renovate... you name it. I 
Hourly or bid. Fast, reasonable & profession­
al. No job too small. Bobby 206.369.6334 
bobbyharding@gmail.com.
The Services section o f the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the quality and 
type o f service before contracting or using i t  The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f the services listed.
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